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TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, AR, US 

SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY: CASE OF RICHARD MARTIN 
REFS: A) BUENOS AIRES 629, B) STATE 047636 

1 . EMBASSY VERBALLY PROTESTED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY IN ASKING 
FOR INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN S DETENTION, POINTING OUT THAT 
ACCORDING TO HIS VERSION OF EVENTS, DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY SEEMED 
OBVIOUSLY TO HAVE BEEN VIOLATED. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS NOW INVESTIGATED CASE THOROUGHLY AND 
REPLIED TO OUR DEMARCHE OF JAN 20 (SEE REF A). ACCORDING TO 
POLICE, THEY DID NOT ARREST MARTIN; RATHER, HE WAS TAKEN TO 
STATION HOUSE AFTER ALTERCATION WITH PROPRIETOR OF PUBLIC 
ESTABLISHMENT SO THAT HE COULD "COOL OFF" AND IN ORDER TO 
AVOID PUBLIC SCANDAL. POLICE HAVE SEVERAL EYE WITNESSES TO 
CORROBORATE THEIR VERSION OF STORY. THEY CLAIM MARTIN WAS 
NOT ILL TREATED BUT THAT HE DID HAVE TO BE FORCED INTO CAR. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTRY'S POSITION IS THAT MARTIN'S DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY WAS NOT VIOLATED, THAT HE NOT ARRESTED AND THAT POLICE 
ONLY ACTED FOR HIS OWN GOOD TO PREVENT WHAT COULD HAVE 
BALLOONED INTO SERIOUS PUBLIC INCIDENT. 

4. WHILE EMBASSY DOES NOT ACCEPT ARGENTINE VERSION AT 
FACE VALUE, THERE ARE CIRCUMSTANCES IN CASE WHICH 

MAKE IT UNWISE AND PROBABLY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO PURSUE 
IT FURTHER. WE BELIEVE WE HAVE MADE OUR POINT. WE HAVE 
REGISTERED STRONG CONCERN WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY ON 
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